
Hesitation Blues by Rev. Gary Davis 

 
 

Am                          E7                  Am          E7 
Well, a nickel is a nickel and a dime is a dime 

Am         E7                           Am               C7 
I need a woman who will give me the time. 

Chorus: 
F7                                                    C 
Tell me how long, do I have to wait? 

G7                               F7                   C            G7 
Can I get one now, or must I hesitate? 

               Am              E7                        Am            E7 
I got the hesitation feet with those hesitation shoes 

Am             E7                          Am             C7 
You know, Lord, I got them hesitation blues  

Chorus: 
F7                                                    C 
Tell me how long, do I have to wait? 

G7                               F7                   C            G7 
Can I get one now, or must I hesitate? 

Am                          E7                  Am          E7 
I’m walking down that road with my hat in my hand 

Am                          E7                  Am          C7 
Looking for a woman that is looking for a man…  

Chorus: 
F7                                                    C 
Tell me how long, do I have to wait? 

G7                               F7                   C            G7 
Can I get one now, or must I hesitate? 
 
 

 

Am                          E7                  Am          E7 
Wish I had a needle. wish that I could sew. 

Am         E7                           Am               C7 
I’d stitch a girlie to my coat and down the road we’d go 

Chorus: 
F7                                                    C 
Tell me how long, do I have to wait? 

G7                               F7                   C            G7 
Can I get one now, or must I hesitate? 

Am                          E7                  Am          E7 
Well, If the river was whiskey and I was a duck 

Am         E7                           Am               C7 
I'd swim to the bottom and never come up!  

Chorus: 
F7                                                    C 
Tell me how long, do I have to wait? 

G7                               F7                   C            G7 
Can I get one now, or must I hesitate? 

Am                          E7                  Am          E7 
Well, nickel is a nickel, and a dime is a dime 

Am         E7                           Am               C7 
This songs gone long enough, let’s end it this time. 

Chorus: 
F7                                                    C 
Tell me how long do I have to wait? 

G7                               F7                   C            
Can we end it now, or will you hesitate? 

            G7                               F7                   C            C7 
I said, Can we end it now, or will you hesitate? 
 

 
C 7 = (0001)… or C (0003), (2003), (3003)… or C (0003), (0013),  (0023), (0033)… or C (0007), (0006), (0005), (0003) 
F7 =  (2310)… or F (2010), (2210), (2310) 
G7 = (0212)… or G (0232), (0432), (0532) 


